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SUPPLEMENT TO

1. Gengral Observations

The new organizational setup of the Czechoslovak Army is basieally different
from the 1939 model and follows the lines of the Soviet Army. The cavalry

hag been broken up into four half-regiments and no longer stands as a separate
branch; its place has been taken hy the-armored fores. Major units (divisions,
shock divisions, and brigades) are nunbored congecutively without regard to
their special nature. It appears that even tank brigades are munbered along
with other units,

2.  Territordal Orranization

a. The entire Czechoslovak Arrmy is divided arong four torritorial cormmands
knoun as "OVis" (Oblastni velitelstvi), Their headquarters are located
in the following cities: OV 1, Prague; OV 2, Tdbor; OV 3, Brnd; OV 4,
Bratislava, ’ '

b. The commanding peneral of OV 3 ia General Novak., .To anmerged from World

" UWar I as a colonel at the ame of 26. He has corrmnded only artillery
units and does not have a particularly broad military knowledge, especially
in the direction of major units,

¢, The coir.memding general of OV 4 is General éirica, vho 1s a nere figurchead
and totally incapable of leading an arry. Assigned to him for this roason
is a very capable deputy, General Tallavanya.,

d. BEvery OV has ome or two army corps under its dircction. These are popu-
larly knoun as "SVia" {ghorovs velitelstvi). The territorial distribution
of these corps is as followss

1) QU 1t SV I, headquarters at Litomoiice
SV II, headquarters at Hradee Kralovd

2) QV 2: SV III, headqua-.rbera at Plzen
3) Q¥ 3: SV IV, headquarters at Brac
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4) Q4 SV, headquarters at Trensin

In peacetime these corps do not have headquarters staffs in the ordinary
sense of the word, but have amorphous groups of officers attached to
then. No exact information is available on the organiszation of Czech

Amy eorps.

Divisional Distribution

The divisions and brigades listed below ars kmown to have their headquarters
at the folloving places:

8,

1st Infantry Div. (pé&i divise) Cosks’ Budd jovice

2nd. Infantry Brigade (pd8i brigdda) Plesk

3rd Shock Div. f(’:ychla divisesza Eromsr{% or Olomoue
-~ 4th M " " n Z4linn

5¢h " n " bt Prague

6th Infantry Div. (p831i divise) , Brno

7th Infantry Brisade (pdsl brigdda) Novy Jidin

8th Shock Div. (rychld divise) Kolin

9th Infantry Div. (pb8i divise) Nitra

oth O ® nooon Kosice

11th 7 " LI Plzen

th ® " n Litomd¥ice ‘
13th n n " L Mlada Boleslav (?)
1ith " " " " Karlovy Vary
Orsanization of Infantyy Shock Division Headguarters

b

5,

velitel divise

zdstupce velitels divise

Chief of Staff nddelnik stabu diviase

Staff sections t odddleni #tabu

Inspectorate (actually office of the political commissar) 3
Rear echelon s velitelstv{ tflu

a. Commanding General

Deputy CG :
s
spr\éva osvéty

b. Division headquarters are divided into the following.scctionss
Staff Section 1
Staff Section 2
Staff Section 3

Operations (operacni oddslen{)
Intelligence {J: ravoda jske’ odd.)
Cormnmnieations fspojovaé'i 0ddbleni), which may not
exiast in peacetime v
Organization and mobilization (orcanisadn{ oddélen{
a mobilisaéni odd.) v
Counter-intelligence (bezpecnostni zpravodajstvi - OBZ)

s vo oe

Staff Section A 3

Staff Section 5 ]

¢. The rear echelon consists of the divisional service branches (slubly divise),
which include: +the medical section (sdravotni aluzba), the administrative
section (intendantni), the veterinary section (veterinaraii sluzba), the
ordnance section {technogbrojn{ sluZba), the motor maintenance section
(automob. slu%ba), and the chaplains' ssction (Guchovn{ slutba), The divi-
sion also has a special services office (pomocnymi®ad) and a supply  section
(hospoddiskd sprava) : ’

ati

Div n

A Czech infantry division consists of three infantry regiments (pes{ pluk),
an artillery regiment (d¥lost¥eleckf pluk), and a motorized anti=-tank artillery

Nwerer
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regiment (délostlmlacks; pluk), and a motorized anti~tank artillery battalion
(motorisovany protitankovy ddlost¥elecky oddil) with 72 mm. suns. An in-
fantry division consists of no other units in peacetime. Service branches,
?ank z)mita, ete. are maintained by the territorial commands (OV'a) or corps
Svig).

Service Branch

a. The army engineers (Zenijni vojsko) consist of four brigades (Zenijn{
brigdda), ons to a territorial cormand. The f£irst brigade is located
in Litomd¥ices the location of the second brigade 1s unknoun; the third
is in KromdtiZ; the fourth is distributed between Bratislava and Komarno.
The exact composition of the engineer brigade 1s unknown, but it probably
consists of three to four battalions (Zenijni prapory’.

b, The Czech sipnal corps (spojovacf vojsko) consists of five signal regi-
monts (spojovaci pluk) wvhich are stationed in the following towmssi

1st Simmal Regiment Bonesov

2nd Signal Regirment Jidin

3rd Signal Regiment Brnod

4%th Signal Regiment Trencin v
5th Signal Regiment Pardubice, Xutnd Hora, and Ruzyne

e. The 5th Sipgnal Regiment has a special function: the training and assign-
ment of personnel to various headquarters, especially the central head-
quarters with its measago centers and outlying telegraph, telephone,
teletype, and radlo stations. In time of war, the 5th Regiment would
organize the various signal units for the gentral headquarters and for
the divisions and brigades of the army. The teletype network of the army
oignal corps was in the main taken over from the German Wehrmacht, lMost
of the machines wers mamfactured by Siemens, but some Czech Tesla machines
are gradually being put into operation. Difficulties in the procurement,
of metal from Auatris have held up production:_]

The Czech Air Force (letectyo)

8. This is a separate self-contained entity with its own general staff, the
chief of which is Lieutenant General Vicherek. There are four air fores
divisions (letecke divise) with areas of responsibility corresponding to
thogse of the four army territorial commands (OV's). The 1lst Air Force
Divislon has its headquarters in Prague; the location of the headquarters
of the 2nd Division is unknown; the 3rd Division has its headquarters at
Brnoj and the 4th Division is at Trenéin. Aside from these, there is a
depot (letecky park) at Nitra and a replacement regiment (letecky nahradni
pluk) at Vysoke Myto. The latter £ills all the mobilization and replace-
ment needs of the remular units, so that these consist entirely of fight—
ing personnel to the 1limits of the tables of organization. There is a
lack, however, of fully-trained personnel, ospecially in the higher grades.
Materiél is also in short supply.

b. There are no ranking air force officers at the territorial command head-
quarters (0V'a); only one air foree officer is attached to each OV 4in an
advigory or liaison capacity. Air force regional commands (letecky olkruh)
have also been set up, but their function is not yet clear. It is knowm
that Air Force Reglonal Command 3 {letecky okruh 3) is established at
Bratislavae and consists of administrative, meteorological, and motor main-
tenance sectlons., Cormand 3 may have some connoction with the OV-/ head-
quarters at Bratlslava, but 1f this ia the camse, it is peculiar that it
should bear the designation "3" and not "47,
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c. The construction of airflelds 1s a function of the Ministry of Trans-
port, which works with the advice of an Air Force speelalist.

d: Each air foree division consists of three air force regiments (1etecky
pluk). The 4th Division, which l1s located at Trencin under the com-
mand of Colonel Lisiclky, has been detailed the following subordinates:
1st Regiment (at Zvolen), 2nd Regiment (at Pisstany), and a third regi-
ment with an unknown designation %at Vajnory).

e. A Czech air force regiment is divided into a mmber of squadrons {letka)
which are in turn divided into sub-units called "letecky ro}" and con-
aisting of perhaps five planea esach. There are no formations correspond-
ine to the American wing in the Czach Air Force.

f. Airfields are located at the followinvg rlaces: Kbely, Ruzyné, Chrodim,
Pardublce, HavliSkuv Brod, Ceské Buddjovice, Plzeh, Mimo, Brno, Prerov,
Olomoue, Prostdjov, Malacky, Vajeory, Tri Dubi, and Boz{dar. The Air
Foree headquarters et Prague have teletype connections with Kbely, Brno,
and Trendin, and all airficlds have teletype contact with one or another
of these three nesaage conters., All fields in Bohemia are linked up with
Kbely, in Moravia with Brno, and Slovakia with Trenéin. The air forece
firing ranges are located in Malacky.

g. The Air Force Academy at Hradec Kralove glves a three-year training
course., Flight officers and non-commissioned officers are graduated
after two years., Thers is also a school for .pilots at Sternberg which
provides a two-year course. Practical work during the second year 1s
undertaken at Olomouc airfileld.

h. [K radar station was put into operation at Kbely airfield on 1 Janvary
1949, Similar stations will be set up at the other fieclds and will be
operated by women with Soviet Army training. The radars were set up hy
the sigpal corps colonel, Engineer Teply, who studied radar eclectronies
in England during 1946, The apparatus is being uilt by Firma Teslsa.
It has also been reported that a "radar train" is standing in a siding
at the Brno railway station. Its purpose i:c not knowm, tut it is used
for the testing of apparatus in various parts of the country._l

i. A paratroop battalion (padé’kovj‘ prapor) consisting of infantry volunteers
is stationed at Mimonm,

The Czech A F ove volisko - tankistd)

This consists of one tank corps, the headquarters of which is at Olomoue.

The corps is divided into four tank brigades, The headquarters of one bri-
gade 1s at Sternbergy anothsr 1s at Moravekd Trebava; a third is at Turdansky
Sv, Martin; and a fourth may possibly bes at Milovice. Armored force units
are stationad at I"ilovice, Sternberz, Moravskd Trebova Znojmo, Turdansky Sv.
Martin, Hranice, Olomouc, and Vyscke’ Mfto. lManeuver areas have been sat up
Milovice, Sternberg, and Tur¢ansky Sv. Martin,

Cavalry (fezdectvo)
This 18 no longer a separate branch of the army; individual cavalry units
are subordinated to infantry commands, The element now consists of one bri-

gade with a headquartera at Pardublice. This brigade is divided into four
half-rogiments, one of which is assigned to each territorial command (OV).
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Traping Growda

Armed maneuvers play an important part in the activities of the now Czech

Army. Every soldler spends at least four months of his conseription pericd

at one of the training‘grounds. These arg located at Milovice, MimoN,

Sangeberg, Boletice, Dédice, Pf{bram, ledt, and Malacky. All training

g:;gndsnhzve tgl:;ypx conﬁcg::na with the message center of the supreme
quarters o 3 S

B o Iy gue XIX, President Benss Square, Building
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